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Friday, 3 July 2026 

 

1.   Cabinet Member Introductions 

 

Councillor Juliet Layton, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Housing and 

Planning, welcomed the public to the meeting and introduced the responsible 

officers.  

  

It was noted that the purpose of the meeting was to consider the submission of 

Siddington’s Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan, and to confirm whether a public 

consultation led by Cotswold District Council (CDC) would go ahead from Monday 13 

July. 

 

2.   Declarations of Interest 

 

There were no declarations of interest from the Cabinet Member or officers present. 

 

3.   Officer overview of the Report 

 

The Officer introduced the report and stated that Siddington had been collaborating 

with Cotswold District Council to develop their draft Neighbourhood Plan, including 

running a Reg14 consultation for input from the public, which CDC also commented 

on – this had been collated into Annex E, the Response Log, and implemented into 

the Neighbourhood Plan that was now provided in Annex A for Reg15. The Officer 

advised that in Section 3 a table had been provided listing the requirements for this 

submission, including; 

 A map of the Neighbourhood Plan, at Annex B, which the Officer noted 

covered the Siddington Parish area. 

 A Consultation Statement which includes all comments received on the draft 

Neighbourhood Plan, at Annex D, and a Response Log to those comments, 

available at Annex E as previously mentioned. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan itself was provided in Annex A, and was required to 

list the timeframe in which it applies, which the Officer noted was a shorter 

period than usual at six years – but clarified that the Cabinet Member was not 
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to judge the full contents of the Plan at this stage, only whether it had been 

submitted in the appropriate manner to meet requirements. The Officer also 

noted that the assessment conditions applied to this Neighbourhood Plan 

were recently introduced as of March 2026. 

 Annex F contained the Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) & Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening Report, while Annex G provided 

the response from Historic England on these two items. The Officer noted that 

the organisation had raised some points that were considered during the 

development of the Plan, but a more in-depth screening assessment would 

also be provided during the next stage of submissions. The Officer also 

suggested any additional background or supporting papers from consultees 

would be welcome, but none had been submitted to CDC at this time.  

 

The Officer concluded that they felt the submission was complete, appropriate, and 

suitable for the Cabinet Member to approve the recommendations. The Officer 

advised that the Reg16 consultation would run for six weeks and the same parties 

from which comments were requested during the Reg14 consultation would be 

contacted again for this stage, and although CDC would be running the consultation 

its Officers would also provide comments directly on the contents. The Officer 

explained that the time period of 13 July to 23 August would avoid clashing with 

potential Cotswolds Local Plan consultation periods to avoid confusion of the subject 

matter. Physical copies of all documents would be made available in Siddington and 

Cirencester for public inspection. 

 

4.   Confirmation of Comments 

 

No additional comments had been received since the publication of the agenda. 

 

5.   Public Questions 

 

There were no public questions. 

 

6.   Cabinet Member Questions 

 

The Cabinet Member noted that this Neighbourhood Plan period aligned with the 

current Local Plan in effect, both coming to an end in 2031, and suggested that this 

may make it easier for Siddington to revise their Neighbourhood Plan when the new 
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Local Plan is published, to continue this alignment through to 2043. The Officer 

confirmed that this was intentional as the two Plans are directly compared during 

assessment, and as the contents of the new Local Plan were not publicly available 

assessments would be made against the current Local Plan – the Officer added that 

during the proposed Neighbourhood Plan period there was an expectation of a 

review after five years, at which time Siddington Parish Council would be able to 

amend and update the contents as necessary to align to the newly introduced Local 

Plan. 

 

The Cabinet Member queried where specifically “hard copies” would be made 

available for public access, to which the Officer confirmed that one batch of 

documents would be stored at the offices of Cotswold District Council on Trinity 

Road, Cirencester, while the local copies would be at Siddington village hall. The 

Officer noted that as the village hall is not publicly accessible at all times, so 

appointments for viewing may be required, and further discussions would be had 

with Siddington Parish Council to ensure that appropriate access is maintained. 

 

7.   Decision 

 

The Cabinet Member accepted the officer recommendations and confirmed their 

decision to approve the Siddington Neighbourhood Plan and to approve the related 

public consultation commencing 13 July. 

In approving the response, the Cabinet Member noted that the contents of the Plan 

as submitted met the requirements listed in the report and confirmed that the 

documents were suitable and in order as suggested by the Officer. The Cabinet 

Member also acknowledged that the timelines for this Neighbourhood Plan and the 

in-development Local Plan for the Cotswolds had made the process more complex, 

and thanked Officers for their efforts and wished Siddington Parish Council well for 

the next stage of the consultation process.  

 

 

 

Date of Publication: 8 July 2026 

Closing Date for Call-In: 15 July 2026  

Action Embargoed until:  16 July 2026 
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